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Press Release 15.01.2007
“Munch – drawings”- New exhibition opens at the Munch Museum January 18 at 5 p.m.

For the first time in decades the Munch Museum has the pleasure to present a large and representative exhibition of Munch’s drawings. The exhibition was first presented at Musée d’Ixelles in Brussels in the spring of 2004, and was intended to be shown at the Munch Museum in the autumn the same year. The exhibition was however postponed due to the robbery of the paintings “The Scream” and “Madonna” in August 2004, after which the museum was closed for rebuilding. But at last the time has come to show “Munch - drawings”.
Drawing is the very foundation of Edvard Munch’s art; and he drew incessantly and almost anywhere; on journeys, in cafés, at the music hall, out-of-doors, at home and – of course – in his studio. He drew absolutely everything; animals, nature, architecture, but primarily people. Family and friends, children and workers, burghers and bohemians, mermaids and madonnas.  Though diverse, most of the drawings have one thing in common; they are informal, impulsive, relaxed.  And marvellous artworks in their own right.  Munch’s fame may rest on his paintings and prints. Yet in the drawings it is the same artist at work, with different tools, but giving form to the same motifs, life to the same ideas. The Munch Museum’s collection of drawings is indeed a treasure, but a secret treasure for most lovers of Munch. In this exhibition we lift the lid of the treasure chest to offer a glimpse of its riches.

The exhibition is curated by Magne Bruteig, head of the Department of prints and drawings at the Munch Museum.

The exhibition will last until April 9, 2007.
Contact persons:
MagneBruteig, Curator, tel 23 49 35 21, mobil 477 53 893
Ingebjørg Ydstie, Chief Curator Tel 23 49 35 00 mobile 916 97 7 66
Jorun Christoffersen, Head of information and marketing, tel 23 49 35 18,
 mobil 481 57 687 
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