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Press Release 12.09.2006

The Munch Museum to exhibit ”The Scream” and ”Madonna” before conservation starts. 

Oslo’s Agency of Cultural Affairs and Sports Facilities and the Munch Museum have in agreement with the Oslo Police decided to exhibit the paintings “The Scream “and “Madonna” for a short period this autumn. The exact date will be published later. 

“The Scream” and “Madonna” by the Norwegian painter Edvard Munch were stolen from the Munch Museum by armed robbers on August 22, 2004. After two years of intense investigation the paintings were recovered by the police on August 31, 2006. After their return to the Munch Museum the artworks have been submitted to elaborate technical examinations by the police, as well as by the curators of the museum. The paintings have damages that make extensive conservation necessary.  

Taking into consideration the great public interest in the paintings and their condition after the robbery, and the fact that it will take some time before they can be on display after conservation, the museum has decided to exhibit the paintings for a short period in their present condition. 

For the time being no details of the damages can be given. However, the attached photos, taken by the Munch Museum’s photographer Richard Jeffries, will give a general view of the paintings, now kept in the depots of the Munch Museum.     

Contact persons:

Gro Balas, Director of The Agency for Cultural Affairs and Sports Facilities Tel 23 46 20 11 mobile 900 63 560
Ingebjørg Ydstie, Acting Chief Curator Tel 23 49 35 00 mobile 91 69 77 66

Jorunn Christoffersen, Head of Information  Tel. 23 49 35 18 mobile 48 15 76 87  
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