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PRESS RELEASE 11.4.2007 

New exhibition opens 18.04:

The Munch Museum presents the Austrian artist Egon Schiele (1890-1918)

For the first time in Norway the Munch Museum will present an exhibition of the Austrian artist Egon Schiele (1890-1918). Schiele is one of the “young dead” of the last century and died at the age of just 28 of Spanish flu. Today Schiele is seen as one of the main representatives of Expressionism. The provocative, disturbing and deeply personal works continue to make Schiele a topical artist.

The precocious and gifted Egon Schiele received a traditional academic education, but broke free of the established art world to forge closer ties with the avant-garde around Gustav Klimt and the Vienna Art Nouveau movement. He found his own artistic expression and in 1909 he founded Neukunstgruppe (New Art Group) together with other young intellectual artists. Schiele’s works provide a strong and expressive treatment of themes such as subjectivity, creativity, sexuality, loneliness and death.

There is a natural reason that the Munch Museum is organising a Schiele exhibition. Edvard Munch had close ties to the art world in Vienna at the beginning of 20th century. Schiele and other painters of his generation saw Munch as their artistic model. This exhibition does not present works by Munch and Schiele side by side, but works by Munch will be exhibited in two adjoining rooms and will fit in thematically and formally with Schiele’s work.

The exhibition is being held on the occasion of the state visit of the President of the Republic of Austria H.E. Dr. Heinz Fischer. Schiele’s works are on loan from three museums in Vienna: the Leopold Museum, Belvedere and the Vienna Museum. 

The official opening will take place on Wednesday 18 April at 5 pm and will be performed by H.E. Dr. Heinz Fisher. HM King Harald and HM Queen Sonja will be present at the opening. 

We will invite the press to a preview of the exhibition on Tuesday 17 April between 12 noon and 2 pm or by appointment. Members of the press wishing to take part in the official opening are asked to contact Advisor Mette S. Øwre at the Foreign Office on tel (+47) 22 24 31 49,   E-mail oew@mfa.no for accreditation before Friday 13.04 before 12 noon.    

The exhibition will be open to the public from 19.04-17.06.2007

Contacts: 

Mai Britt Guleng, Exhibition Manager and First Curator: mai.britt.guleng@munch.museum.no tel (+47) 23 49 35 91 or (+47) 971 48 883. 

Ingebjørg Ydstie, Museum Director:

ingebjorg.ydstie@munch.museum.no tel (+47) 23 49 35 or (+47) 916 97 766 

Else Haavik, Head of Communication and Market Department at the Agency for Cultural Affairs and Sports Facilities: 
else.haavik@kie.oslo.kommune.no tel (+47) 23 46 20 05 or (+47) 982 08 853 

The following pictures are attached to this press release:

Egon Schiele: Naked girl standing in orange stockings 1914

Egon Schiele: Grieving woman 1912

Egon Schiele: Self-portrait with raised, naked shoulder 1912

All pictures © Leopold Museum, Vienna  
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